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The Selectmen charge themselves with the following items, viz :— 


Collector’s Lists Reported by Auditors, March 1851 
Assessment of State Tax 


&s “ County “ 

“ 6c School 66 

(<4 (74 Town 6c 

hs Gordon Road Tax 

“ Russell Road Tax 
‘ mY Fox Road Tax, 


Literary Fund received in June, 1851 
Cash received of the County 
of the State for Railroad Tax 
“/ of David B. Plumer, balance of Town Fund 
rs 2 of T. H. Holland 
. - of Town Agent, by John Davis, 2d 
“i = of Noah Robinson, Town Agent 
ns - of Circus for License 


Which is accounted for as follows: 


Paid for the Poor the past year. 


Paid John B. Swain for Mrs. Cookson 
Crosley Smith for Mrs. Senter 
Waldo Meloon for Abigail Meloon 
Chase Fogg for George Kelley and J. Fogg, 1850 and ’51 
Dr. Wm. Leach, for Mrs. J. Dolloff 
Wm. M. Edgerly, forS. W. Taylor 
Nath’l. Whittier, for Mrs. Crosman, 1847, and *48 
Jesse Dolloff, for daughter 
H. J. French & Co. for 8S. Swain . 
Drs. Garland & Ayer, for S. Swain 
Wm. S. Bennet, for Joseph Dolloff 
Alfred A. Piper, for S. Swain 
Dr. C. C. Tebbets for Mrs. J. Dockham 


$1131.69 
526,66 
737,31 
1053,31 
2079,99 
520,00 
520,00 
156,00 
138,38 
269 12 
337,42 
18,60 
123,04 
32,00 
75,05 
30,00 


$7749,47 


3,44 
39,00 
52,00 
20,00 
15,00 

2,00 
15,00 
40,00 

3.50 

375 
15,50 


13,75ya8 
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Paid Isaac Farrar for Mrs. Cookson 16,67 
Joseph Gile for G. Pickering 4,00 
Oliver Page for Thos. Chattle 46 
Cole, Davis & Co. for Stove, &c. 26,87 
Sylvanus Smith for S. Chapman 48,00 
KF. S. Robinson for honse retit 10,00 
H. Sibley & Co. for Thomas Daley 4,69 
KE. 8. Cate for boots 1,75 
Plina R. Gilman for brick 320 
Chas. W. Parker for Mrs. Rowen 10,00 
J. Knowles for doctoring paupers 34,00 
Jas. Neal for wood for Mercy Farrar 8,00 9 
Harrison Swain for bal’c. due on settlement 19,50 
Wm. 8. Bennet for Jos. Dolloff 5,00 . 
A: A. Moulton for doctoring paupers 10,00 
John Sanborn for : 50,00 
Thomas Clark for Mire. R. Bryant 3,64 
Town of Barnstead for Olive M. Kelly 1850 42.62 
a E. Merrill for doctoring paupers 12,00 
J. M. & C.S. Prescott for boots and shoes 7,48 
Serie & Stevens for necessaries 1,23 
S. Bean for Justice fees 1850 00 
Alvah Bickford for Sally Cotton 6,57 
Garland & Aver for doctoring 10,00 
H. H. Swain for services on poor farm 150,00 
Wm. 8. Bennett for Joseph Dolloff 26,50 
H. H. Swain for keeping cow 3,00 
H. P. Swasey for Jos. Dolloff 2,39 
Wn. M. Edgerly for Olive Hill 1,50 
Elias Glidden for Jos. Dolloff 2,00 
». Bean & Noyes for necessaries 4,00 
S$. W. Taylor for balance 1850 22,66 
C. C. Tebbets for doctoring paupers A Al 
C. W. & R. K. Parker for necessaries for panpers 28,12 
Joseph Knowles for doctoring E. S. Mooney’s family 40,00 
Garland & Ayer for doctoring Thomas Daley 10,00 e 
On account of an Irishman 4,50 
Augustus Doe for Beef & money paid out for paupers 66,00 
Augustus Doe on account of Stephen Chapman 5,00 
7 Plumer & Smith for Jesse Dolloff 5,00 
Glidden & Philbrick for Blacksmith work 10,50 
Samuel M. Doe for Mrs. A. Tilton 7,62 
J.S. Neal for wagon _ 25,00 
J.S. Neal for necessaries on account of paupers 7,00 
J. Quimby for support of Susan Dockham * 31,25 
Support of 8S. W. Taylor’s family 36,00 
N. Smith for Cow 25,00 
: On account of Oxen 9, 
On account of Horse 10,00 
Jokn Paine for support of Mrs. Lovejoy 5,25 
$1100,37 
be . 
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Paid for Roads and Bridges. 


Paid Abel B. Eastman for making road 
John Perkins for plank 
Moses G. Plumer for plank 
Elias Glidden for labor, plank & stone 1850 
ira E. Gordon for plank 
David P. Hatch for setting guide posts 
Luther Sanborn for breaking road 
Luther Sanborn for award 
Daniei P. Smith for plank and work 
Thomas D. Veasey for plank 
Edward Chase for plank 
John C. Fox for award and Woking! road 
Levi G. Folsom for plank and timber 
Joshua Wiggin for repairing road 
J. S. Hawkins for plank 
Wm. M. Edgerly for plank 
J.S. Dolloff for breaking road 
. Sanborn & Bedee for powder &c. 
Chase Fogg for labor 
B. B. Rollins for labor 
F. Hawkins for plank 
Wm. Lane for plank 
Dearborn Wadleigh for plank 
Joseph B. Tilton for plank 
Roberts & Folsom for plank, timber &c. 
8. C. Baldwin for labor ? 
Jeremiah Swain for plank 
Z. B. Robinson for award 
D. H. Pitman for plank 
Levi G. Folsom for spikes &c. 
Simeon Wadleigh for award 
Farrar & Robinson for making new road 
James 8. Hoit for labor on bridge 
David Blaisdell for making & poasting g guide board 
David Blaisdell for breaking road 
George W. Robinson for powder 
Sanborn Stevens for labor on bridge 
Samuel Webster for plank 
S. D. Pease for road 
Benjamin EF. Wiggin for breaking road 
David Edgerly for plank 
Peter Severance for guide board 
_ Luther Sanborn for labor 
: Abram 8. Dow for labor in 1850 
John Rundlett 3d, for breaking road 
H. M. Swain and als. for labor 
James C. Wadleigh for labor on road u 
Albert G. Folsom for lamber &c. bs 
8. C. Lyford for lumber dikes 


. 
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Paid James 8. Hoit for labor building bridge 10,50 
James 8. Hoit for surveying, 1850 75 
S. C. Baldwin for surveying, 1850 75 
Daniel Woodman for plank 82 
LL. D. Davis & Co. for plank and timber, 37,45 
Joseph Drew for guide boards 550 
John Haines for ff 250 
Joseph Drew for repairing roads 52,25 
4 6 “breaking roads, 29,20 
David P. Hatch for breaking road 3,00 
Ht. M. Swain for plank 86 
B. B. Rollins for breaking road 14,28 
Robert Nichols for labor on road 2,50 
John C. Wadleigh for services in relation to road, 1850 1,00 
J. S. Hoyt for labor in 1850 10,50 
$1438,82 
Paid Current Expenses as follows: 
_ Paid Moses Plumer for Note and interest $203,84 
Gideon Piper for interest on Note 18,00 
State tax 506.40 
Smith Swain for services as Selectman 4,50 
Isaac Webster jr., for militia 1,50 
John Webster for bi 2,00 
James Pike for board and services as Constable 14,17 
Wm. Merrill for referee bill 65,31 
David Corli’ss for services as Constable 2,00 
D. 8S. Vittum for sg ss 2,00 
Abatement on Isaac Farrar’s tax in 1849 1,83 
S. W. Mead and als. for referees 3,00 
B. C. Tuttle services as Constable 2,00 
S. C. Baldwin for printing town report, 1850 14,00 
cel Warren Lovell for error on settlement in 1850 14,00 
John Webster 10,79 
pr Noah Robinson for services as town Agent 10,00 
¥ John Davis 2d., for services as Selectman 5,00 
David Plumer for interest 18,00 
Giles Leach for services as school Committee 20,00 
John K. Young for “ ci 20,00 
Stephen J. Pitman “ $6 20,00 
_ Sylvanus Smith for enrolling Military 3,00 
John C. Moulton for books &c 8,38 
- + H.M. Swain for enrolling Military 4,00 
i Charles P. Towle for services as Constable 2,00 
Eleazer Young for boarding Selectmen 4,42 
re _J.S. Neal for time and expenses to Vermont 17,25 
‘Eben Stevens and als. for services as fire wards in 1849 5,00 
ok. 
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Vaid C. O. Osgood for boarding Selectmen in 1850 3,00 
Thomas H. Holland for services as Selectman 5,00 
E. 8. Lawrence for Notice in case of Russel road 2,20 
C. O. Osgood for boarding Selectmen 11,12 
County tax 708,95 
Interest on Richard Davis note 12,00 
J. S. Neal for Military &c " 5,55 
S. W. Mead list of abatements in 1849 8,88 
Z.. B. Robinson for boarding Selectmen 1,50 
Taylor L. Grant list of abatements in 1849 and °50 7,43 
Freeman S. Pitman list of abatements, 1848 15,20 
John T. Coffin and als. Execution against town 58,25 
Freeman S. Pitman for Military in 1848 27,00 
J. S. Neal list of abatements in 1849 63,19 
J. G. Dow services as Auditor 2,00 
Noah Pease “* as 2,00 
Stephen J. Pitman for services as town Clerk 23,00 
D. B. Plumer for expenses Stationary &c 3,73 
Plumer & Smith for Stationary 92 
Joseph 8S. Neal for list of abatements 28,32 
J. 8S. Neal for bill collection in 1849 11,00 
Joseph 8S. Neal for collection in 1850 22,00 
E. S. Cate for list of errors abated 26,98 
J. S. Neal for cash paid out, for Stationary &c 41,78 
A. Doe for services as Selectman 70,00 
David B. Plumer for services as Selectman 58,50 
J.S. Neal for services as Selectman | © 91,00 
A. Doe for services as 'Town Treasurer 5,00 
A. Doe for expenses while on town business 3,25 
Gilman Smith for boarding Selectmen | 36,27 
Edward Chase for sawing lumber 5,08 * 
Freeman S. Pitman list of abatements 8,29 
D. B. Plumer for Interest 2,50 
$2383,59 
a 


i 
*. 
"RECAPITULATION. 
Paid on account of Schools $1286.78 
4 Parsonage 95,24 
"3 4 Roads and Bridges 1438,82 
e RS Poor 1100,37 
Fs dg For town expenses : 2383,59 
4 id Collector’s lists on hand 1517,62 
$7822,42 
Amount the Selectmen cnarge themselves with, $7749,47 
Balance due the Selectmen, 72,95 
$7822,42 


Respectfully submitted, 
AUGUSTUS DOE, SELECTMEN 
DAVID B. pLunen, ¢ OF 
JOSEPH 8S. NEAL. MEREDITH. 


The undersigned having examined the foregoing accounts of the Select- 
men, find them correctly cast and well vouched. 
DANIEL M. GALE, 


GIDEON PIPER, { seortons 
JOHN VY. BARRON. 
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_ Liabilities of the Town of Meredith 


* 
= 


Due David Plumer 
“Tra Woodman 
“ Richard Davis 
*¢ Gideon Piper 


The following item is due the town :— 
_ Due from the County for the support of paupers 
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Overseer’s Report of affairs at the Alms House. 


INVOICE OF PROPERTY. 


i Horse 80,00 
2 Oxen 100,00 
5 Cows 90,00 
3 Shoats 36,00 


7 tons of hay 70,00 
25 bushels of Corn 25,00 
1 Dh Oe “ Rye 12,00 
hare “ Oats 6,30 
6 es “ Beans 9,00 
3 ig “ Peas 5,25 
Coarse and fine Salt 0,40 
Flour and Meal 3,00 


Flax seed 

1 bushel Herds Grass seed 
500 Ibs. salt Pork 

450 lbs salt Beef 


56 lbs fresh * 3,36 
56 lbs Ham 4,48 
24 lbs S Rib 1,70 
83 lbs Cheese 6,64, 
180 bushels of Potatoes 72,00 


The Overseers of the Poor find the property at the Alms House, 


March 1, 1851 to have been appraised at 


Due from the County at that time 


The amount at the Alms House March 1, 1852 $1410,94 


Due from the County 


Amount paid Superintendent March 1, 1852 


Interest on purchase money 


Paid for necessaries at the Alms House 


Received from the County for sup 
town farm 


Deduct the balance above 


AUGUSTUS 
DAVID B. P 


JOSEPH 8. NEAT. 


Garden Sauce 3,00 
50 Ibs of Butter 8,33 
100 lbs of Lard 11,00 
Apple sauce and Barrel 1,50 
25 lbs Tallow 2,50 
56 Jbs dried A pple 2,80 
31 doz Candles 5,0U 
21-2 barrels Cider 5,00 
Vinegar and Barrel 1,50 
Soap and Tub 5,00 
Lime 1,00 
50 cords of wood 50,00 
Lumber at the house and Mill 50,00 
10 rods stone wall 10,00 
Betterments on buildings 18,00 
$776,51 
Amount of Farming tools, 
Beds, Bedding, Clothing, 
Furniture &c 634,43 
$1410,94 
1472,89 
71,50 | 
$1544,39 
142,00 — 
1552,94 
$8,55 
150,00 
99,00 
200,39 wa 
449,39 
port of paupers on 
143,00 
306,39 
8,50 
$297 ,84 
DOE, 
Latin, € Ovmnsuens OF THE Poor. 


Names and Ages of Persons at the Alms House, and who have their 


Males 


Females 


Harriet Shepherd 
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support therefrom. 


NAMES AGE. 
Stephen Boardman, - - - 69 
Caleb Swain, - - - 63 
John Haven, - - - - G1 
John Tilton, - - - PUL 5: 
David Clough, - - - - 45 
Joseph Batchelder, - - - 28 
Lydia Griffin, - - - 12 
Susan Edgerly, - ~ - . 61 
Hannah Smith, - - - - 61 
Sally Rowe, . - - > 70 
Rhoda Farrar, - - - ~ 54 
Olive Hiil, - - - - 42 
Sally Cotton, - - - - 4 


' 
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REPORT 


Of the Superintending School Committee, for the Town of Meredith, 
for the Year ending March, 1852. 


eed 


Your Committee respectfully report, that they have discharged the du- 
ties required of them in examining Teachers, visitng and giving such 
instruction as they thought advisable to promote the interests of our 
schools, They have recommended especial attention to the elementary 
branches tau ght in the schools,upon which the superstructure of a thorough 
education is based. In their visits, which have been more than eighty, 
they have suggested to Teachers the importance of sustaining good govy- 


_ ernment and a systematic course of instruction, and to pupils diligent 


study, obedience and virtuous conduct. 

They have held District School Meetings in some neighborhoods, the 
object of which has been to consult upon the best measures to be taken 
to improve our schools, all that attended being invited to take a part in the 
discussion. Most of these meetings have been well attended and an in- 
terest it is hoped has been awakened and deepened. 

The amount of money raised by the taxes for the support of Schools 
is $1012,80, and that received from the Literary Fund is $273,95; total 
$1286,78. 

This sum has been apportioned among twenty-three School Districts. 
Reports have been received from twenty-one School Districts, of which 
ten have enjoyed Winter Schools only, nine have had one Winter and one 
Summer Schooleach; and two, Nos. 1 and 17, have each supported two 
Winter and two Summer Schools. In all these Schools there have been 
35 Teachers ; 11 males and 24 females ; 879 Scholars in the Winter, and 
554, in Summer Schools. The average attendance in the Winter has been 
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598, and in Summer 521 Scholars. The number of weeks during which the 
Schools have been taught in the Winter, is 186 and in the Summer 125, 
total 311 weeks. 

Your Committee are gratified to reportthat most of the schools have 
been successful,and some of them eminently so and in pursuing a systematic 
course of instruction and discipline; evidence has-been given of critical 
study. Most of them have been better governed than usual; the teachers 
conducting with more discretion and the pupils manifesting a commendable 
spirit of obedience and industry. In some instances a good degree of order 
in the pursuit of study, has been apparent. More attention has mn some 
instances been successfully paid to reading and spelling which have here- 
tofore been much neglected. Some good specimens have been given in 
reading, spelling, Arithmetic, English Grammar, and other branches, 
Some few have failed: which was not owing perhaps to a want of literary 
qualifications, but either to a want of judicious management, or co-opera~ 
tion on the part of parents. 

While we can recur to the encouraging progress of our Schools, there 
remains much to be done to elevate them. We would suggest the necessi- 
ty of achange in the character of our school houses. Some of them 
should be taken away and their placesoccupied by more convenient and 
substantial buildings, others might be remodeled. We presume that there 
is not in Meredith a first rate school house, although there are some which 
are tolerably convenient. We hope that model school houses will soon 
be erected which will be inviting both as to house and location. Shall 
children be sent from houses which are inviting both as to exterior and in- 
terior, and placed in a small, repulsive school room where anything but 
pleasantness meets the eye and the other senses ? 

We should look well to the health, comfort and habits of the rising 
generation. We hope that there will be anijimprovement also in what may 
perhaps be cailed the furniture of the School house; and that each one 
in the Town will be supplied with at least one decent chair, a good stove, 
and basin for water to be placed upon it, a good broom, a convenient desk 
or table for the Teacher with a copy of Webster’s Dictionary (Unabridged 
Edition) upon it. We would also suggest that it be requested of the 
citizens of Meredith that they will, during the year, consider whether we 
cannot raise a larger sum than we have been accustomed to do for Com- 
mon school puiposes, on account of the very brief continuance of some 
of our Schools. ; 

The question has occurred to us whether a Commissioner of Shania | or 
the State is not needed to make the system in New Hampshire perfect. 
if one could devote the whole of his time to this great work, co-operating 
with the County Commissioners &c., more good would probaly be done. 
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We also deem it expedient that we have a State Normal School in which 
Teachers may be thoroughly educated,fand be enabled to go out to the la- 
bor of instruction having the confidence of the community. Education 
in New Hampshire will never be as elevated as it ought, until our Teach- 
ers are better trained, and it should be by New Hampshire training. In 
reference to Teachers we would suggest that the time has come for an im- 
perative demand for those who are altogether better qualified for their im- 
portant office. Former qualifications, such as would satisfy the public 
mind a few years since, are not sufficient now, for both parents and schol- 
ars are expecting more of them. The standard by which they are judged 
is daily becoming more elevated. If they would be employed and receive 
good wages they must improve. Itshould be the aim of the Prudential 
Committee to secure a Teacher, against whom no prejudices exist in the 
District; one whose character and example will be beneficial to the pupils. 
Teachers of established reputation should have the preference, when they 
can be obtained. However good may be their literary qualifications, it 
should have but little weight where an unspotted reputation is wanting. 
Every Teacher should exercise constant and perfect control over his own 
feelings and passions, so as to retain his self possession even under the 
most embarrassing circumstances, and he should be strictly impartial in 
maintaining discipline, never thinking to secure the obedience of the 
larger scholars by punishing the small ones. 

Teachers should be mild, yet energetic, decided and firm. They should 
faithfully inculcate the great principles of Christian morality, without 
which education would be sadly deficient. When such a one is establish- 
ed in the school room, he should have our hearty co-operation. Another 
great advantage to our schools would be an apparatrs to illustrate the studies 
pursued. A Globe, outline Maps, also an apparatus for illustrating Arith- 
metic, Philosophy and Astro 7. A large proportion of our knowledge 
we obtain through the mediu of the 
many studies may be brought down to the understanding of the scholar. 

Visiting of schools by “parents is too much neglected. In expending 
our money for other purposes we wish to know how it is disposed of, and 
shall we not look after our school money? or shall we place itin the 
hands of our agents,and have the schools commence and close and 
know nothing of them orhow our money is ex pended, except the 
imperfect knowledge given by our children, or by those who may be pre- 
judiced for or against'tlie Teachers; this will give us but an imperfect 
knowledge of the schools. If we would know the truth, letus enter the 
school room, this may remove some wrong feelings, and what is far more 


_desirable, Parents, ’eachers and scholars would sympathize and co-ope~ 


Yate with each other. 


e. With the help of an apparatus ~ 
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a the car of knowledge and freedom shall triur 
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Irregularity in attendance is attended with many evils, in nearly all of 
our schools, where this prevails to any extent it; hasa bad influence on 
the one often absent, throws him in the rear of his classmate, brings on 
embarrasments, and many studies are laid aside in consequence of this 
bad habit. The slothfulness of some, furnishes a bad example which 
unhappily affects others. It detracts from the general interest and retards 
the progress of such as are punctual in their attendance. In one large 
school it was found by inspecting the register that about one fourth of the 
time had been lost by the absence of the scholars, and the instances of 
tardiness in the same school were very numerous, to the great inconven- 
ience and injury of the Teacher and pupils. Another evil has been the 
leaving of the school by the scholars to return home on the plea that they 
are wanted, before the close of the school, by their parents. And some 
schools taper off to a very small number in the latter part of the afternoon 
school. 

Another detriment to which we would advert, is the great variety of 
books, which is the cause of numerous classes and the occasion of loss of 
time by the teacher and is a great hindrance to improvement. 

Local difficulties are sometimes severely felt in some districts; when 
such exist they should not be allowed to enter where we have a combined 
interest like that found in our common schools. : 

Your committee would again appeal to your interests, feeling confident 
that a cause so worthy should be reiterated in the ear of every citizen un- 
til an interest is awakened, a rational enthusiasm is felt and carried out, 
over ignorance, deg- 


dation and slavery. While energy and zeal he beén manifested in 
prosecuting Breqmpaterprises; and years of toil and labor employed in ae 


“ing out some new discovery, which has exhibited wer and skill™of 


the human mind, shall not united effort be made to sustain our free schools 
on which a free government rests, through which religious rights ate ap- 
preciated and sustained, and which are the basis of education established 
by our fathers, which the wisdom of successive ages has labored to im- 
prove. It has erected its monument of honor and affection im the hearts of 
the young, which the wasting energy of time can never destroy. It1s 
through this that we have been exalted as a nation, and raised in the scale 
of moral powerand greatness,and honoved witha dist inction among the 

nations of the earth. The slumber of the people must be broken, sympa- 


thy enlisted, and the vast capabilities of our sch or usefulness better 
appreciated. Even parents surrounded with i minds a much 


a 4 
at rest. Ignorance 1s one of our greatest foes. It es beauty of its 
charms, cripples ingenuity, destroys enterprize, iny e progress of 
civilization, and checks the advancement of universal reform. 
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citizens and parents, we shall with untiring zeal, and a generous liberality 
use our best endeavors to promote the education of youth in all that is es- 
sential to their welfare, both for the present and the future world, 


i JOHN K. YOUNG, Superintending 
ey: GILESLEACH School 
hig STEPHEN J. PIPMAN, Committee. 


And finally if we meet the responsibilities that are resting upon us, as, 


